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Young people! We must definitely change our lives. Having been young myself and having
studied at the university, | am familiar with a student’s life. | know that we encounter difficulties. We
must fight against the adversities of our life. But, along with these difficulties, there must be a hard,
unyielding battle with moral evil.” Thus argues a student who looks at the youth of our times realistically
and at the role which these youths must someday in the future. One must be completely bling in order
not dto notice the signs testifying to the lowering and the decline of the moral nature in our society.
These signs are multiplying at a frightening pace. It is no wonder that there are so many calls urgently
demanding that educational efforts be undertaken so that a person of our times knew how and wanted
to do good and would live his life wherever he is and in every situation in such external discipline that
would protect him from easily falling. The good of the nation is not limited to material values. In order
for a nation to grow and thrive, it needs to have above all, high spiritual values and the daily practice of
virtues all of which are involved in these two: justice and love. The general conviction of the deficiencies
and needs of our life, after this war, forces people to look for the means to successfully prevent evil.
Again, everyone is in agreement that the strong cooperation of the Church is needed in this work of
educating men. Therefore, they urgently beg and call for cooperation. They want the Church to increase
its cooperation because the danger is great and urgent. In this appeal one must take into consideration
and appreciate the Church in recognition of its authority in teaching and education. In this calling, there
is included, although it is not mentioned, the thought that no artificial human invention will successfully
form morality in a person; that religious morality possesses that efficacy in its fullness. It derives its rules
by living according to God’s laws.

Therefore, when the Church considers itself the proclaimer and guardian of this morality, when
it considers a moral upbringing as a mission given to it by Jesus Christ, it is a sensible and just thing to
expect from the Church the desired fruits of education for our own life. Obviously, | concern for the
moral health of the nation must bring about the thought of the young generation. Our children and our
youth must be surrounded by special care as our most precious treasure and a sign of a better future. In
this special field, the cooperation of all these factors called to education should be conspicuous, namely
that of the family, the school, the church and the state. All four authorized factors, all four are
interested, all four contribute and press down, working according to their calling and their mission.

It not only appears so, but it is a sad reality, that now in our times, parents have so little feelings
of responsibility for the education of their children and they do not fulfill their obligations properly.
Parents, but thank God, not all of them, but a majority of them, are crippled in this matter. It is exactly in
the sphere of moral upbringing, in the awareness of giving oneself tasks willingly which demand a
healthy curbing and necessary discipline that parents have a lot to do. Neither the school, nor the
Church, nor the State do not relieve the parents, because they cannot substitute for the parents in this
work which belongs to parents and to which parents are obligated.

The Church and the State have the right to expect a greater watchfulness and a greater
educational skill from the family because it provided worthy, honorable, noble citizens of full value to
the earthly and heavenly fatherlands. An education in religious morality, as possessing all the conditions
that safeguard the moral health of a person — that is the common object of concern for parents, schools,
Church and State, that is their common hope for the future, that is the common benefit to all. Parents
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always stand in the first place by the command of God, also by the command of nature. Only God and
nature can free parents of this duty. Up until now, however, neither God nor the natural law has freed
parents from this duty.

Therefore, parents fulfill their obligation only then when they not only act within the limits of
their home, but when the concern for their children and youngsters carries them everywhere there
where their children and youngsters are found, namely, to the spectacles which they are watching and
listening to, to the companions with whom they associate, among the books and writings which they
read; but, above all, when parents show their concern through a live and close cooperation with the
school.

The school is not some sort of independent and educational factor, operating like a family, a
church or State according to its own laws and power; a school is called by these other factors to give
them help, to work with their authorization and their will. A school should not only impart knowledge,
but also, upbringing or education; education not only in citizenship, but also a moral, physical and
spiritual upbringing. This is demanded by the general good that is so undermined and threatened today.
A moral education built on a religious foundation is the only guarantee of reaching the intended goal,
which is a person of law, a perfect Christian and therefore an exemplary citizen and a conscientious
worker.

There is a striking contradiction and it makes no sense when, on one side the cooperation of the
Church is called for in the moral rebirth of society and on the other hand, Christian parents are called
up[on to send their children to schools where it is forbidden to mention God, schools in which God with
the tablet of the Ten Commandments have been thrown behind the door. What can be said also about
these declared enemies of God and religion who sue school authorities because they allow students to
attend a weekly half hour of a religion class? How foolishly and criminally parents act who do not realize
the importance and the influence of religion in a school education that religion can be a motivationad a
brake; a motivation to pursue all that is good, noble and lofty. It acts as a brake for everything that is
base, vile and mean.

Under the influence of an irreligious upbringing, often openly as an enemy of God, in our society
that thought disappears cn the basis by which people differentiate truth from falsehood. The feeling of
right and wrong disappears. Evil becomes insolent, in a word the general human soul becomes bling and

immoral.

Don’t fool yourselves! God will not allow Himself to be mocked. Whatever a person sows, that is
what he reaps. A child is not only a body, an organism, an animal, but at the same time, he is the owner
of a soul, of unlimited, eternal value. Those who care about the education of a child but neglect his
upbringing negate this basic truth. In other words, they chase God out of the child’s soul. Thus they
inject the germ of unbelief . They condemn the Creator to exile. These small people grow without God
and they grow to maturity without God. What is man who is condemned to a life without God? What is
he able to become when the One Who declared: “I am the Light, the Path of Life” is totally foreign and
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unknown to Him? Any human individual, regardless of his or her age, deprived of this Light, Path and Life
will never find peace, satisfaction and happiness in this life.
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March 13, 1949
| greet all of you my dear fellow countrymen with the words, “Praised be Jesus Christ.”

In the raising of children, the good example of the father and mother plays the most important
role. But it is understood that parents cannot give to a child something which they themselves to not
have. If the parents are leading unworthy lives that are not honorable, that are degrading, h ow can they
possibly raise a child of high, noble character? The more conscientious and exemplary the parents, the
better they bring up their children, since even the pagans say — “Teachings awaken, but example
attracts.”

Our nationality has several proverbs concerning this matter. Here are a few: “Example is much
better than a lesson,” “Like the tree, like the wedge,” “Like the father, so the son,” “Like the mother, so
the daughter.”

A bad example of itself draws one powerfully to imitation. It gives a greater and deeper
impression, depending on how frequently given and by whom it is given. This gives it greater meaning
and greater influence. And who stands closest to children? Parents. Who has the greatest influence on
children? Parents. In the eyes of children, who means the most? Parents. It is for this reason that St.
Thomas Aquinas writes: “Children of bad parents become accustomed to evil from the very beginning of
their life and for this reason they are more prone to evil because they are much more attached to that
which they learned in their early years.”

“Why are there so many no good, wicked children who break laws?” asks some educator and he
immediately gives the following answer — “Because there are so many bad, wicked parents who do not
respect any law.” And then he adds the following explanation: “From the lips of many parents there
often issue words that are rude, double meaning, atheistic and not worthy of a Christian. Or at home,
they hear back biting, slander, suspicions, words of abuse, cursing and indecent words. Some parents
argue, calling one another dirty names and accuse one another of the worst things and this all happens
in the presence of children. There are parents who neglect prayer, who on the first opportunity, do not
attend Sunday Mass; others, go to confession barely once a year. In such homes, the father does not
stay at home in the evenings but travels around, visiting places that do not grant indulgences; or in
those home where the mother goes to the neighbors every evening, either for tea or to play a game of
skittles or for some meeting. Therefore, as parents give such examples, how does this influence their
children? There are so many times when we hear about children whose attention is called to some
improper behavior and who answer — “I’'m only doing what my parents do. They taught me this by their

example.”

A good example given by parents is the best catechism and the best looking glass for children.
ST. John Chrysostom wisely remarked, “The actions of parents are a book from which their children
learn. The actions of parents have their own tongue and they are more eloquent than their lips.
Therefore, the children will be more attentive to what you do, rather to what you say.” We now proceed
to our talk —
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CRIMINAL PARENTS

When governments that are worn out by the many years of the turmoil of war, are rebuilding
their ruined towns and villages, very little is said and even less is done to morally rebuild peoples’ souls.
Meanwhile, there appear, in this field, terrible crimes among our young people who are our hope for a
new tomorrow and yet they are slowly descending to the depths of moral poverty. The long years of war
have led our children out into the streets, showed them the bloodthirstiness of people, the vileness and
falsity of enemies and finally, the entire moral depravity which the nightmare of war drags after itself.

Therefore these youths, after the war should be surrounded by a very special care which should
be seen as based on the Ten Commandments and the attitude of their parents and caregivers.
Nevertheless, how much guilt do they themselves bear? “How scandalous for young people is this entire
atmosphere after the war.” This is how a certain editor complained and deplored in one of the writings
in Warsaw in the year 1947.

Another writer wrote a piece entitled — “A Warning for Parents” — “Today’s parents devote so
little time to their children and show so little concern about the good upbringing of their children. A
teenager may often return at midnight, sometimes he is even tipsy and sometimes he may have money
which he didn’t have when he left the house. Yet, his father does not question him as to where he was
and what he had been doing up to this late hour because the father either doesn’t want to argue with
his son or the father, himself, may just be returning from a good time.

It is no wonder that there are so many street children among us. They must be helped and
saved. How few people there are who take their vocation seriously and, as a result, already in his family
home, a small child becomes accustomed to all kinds of brutal name calling, often sees his father who is
dead drunk and from him, this child learns hypocrisy and lying, thus on this basis developing his outlook
of the world as a new person.

“| want to call the attention of those parents who have daughters who attend school daily in
bigger cities. | refer to their behavior beyond your home. There are some who treat these studies as a
pretext to run away from parental control at home and to be free in the use of the world. Such a girl
already shows an aversion to lawful marriage ties and is already arranging for herself other modern
sections of life. She roams the streets and coffee-houses every free afternoon, she provokes men on the
street, drinks hooch like a habitual drunkard, smokes cigarettes and even from time to time she does not
return home for the night, justifying herself before her parents as being on account of her studies or her
friends. She always has money, explaining that it comes from lessons she pretends to have given. She
has learned to lie so cleverly to her parents that they believe her implicitly and become very outraged if
a third person tries to warn them.

Where is this Christian mother who above all is responsible before God for the upbringing of her
daughter and does not take the time to reflect as to where her daughter is at any given time? If she
really took charge of her, would her daughter avoid the streets and the public places? Such a case
usually ends up in a clinic, a hospital, or even under arrest by the police. Someday, there will come a
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time when that very same daughter will curse her mother for allowing her to have all that freedom
today and for the mother’s blind trust in her daughter.”

These kinds of circumstances are prevalent not only in Poland but in every European country.
Some people place all the blame on the war. Still others attribute this dissolution to their young people.
It is only here or there that a sad voice blames the parents!

Are conditions any better in our country? After all, no war was fought here. There was no enemy
here that robbed children of their parents or stole children away from their parents. Here in the United
States, during the war, as well as after the war, we have lived and still live as behind the stove in the
Lord’s House. Despite this fact, what theme is on the lips of almost everyone; the criminality of young
people. This topic is discussed in homes, it is debated in schools, it is warned against in churches, it is
pointed out in radio programs and solutions for it are sought in meetings of educators. They write about
this problem in the daily papers and periodicals. But all of this is only frivolous words, futile, empty
words. Words are cheap, passing away and useless. Where are the examples which attract and draw
people to imitation? Words are very weak unless they are not based on actions. It is exactly what a
certain sensible and intelligent American mother wrote: “How can we teach young people to respect the
laws and public order when there are adults, who very often occupy high positions in the community
and they illegally give out pardons without any scruples and often make money due to such illegalities
and do this without incurring any punishment?” Therefore, we must change our relationships to the law
and substitute empty words with examples worthy of intelligent people.

“If” continues that same mother, “the judge lets a motorist who was speeding go scott-free
because he was hurrying to a ball games, such a decision does not inspire young people to respect the

”

law.

If a big veterans’ organization deplores loudly the criminality of young people, but at the same
time they organize against the law, gambling and heavy drinking in order to enrich their treasury in
order to build blub houses or for their conventions where they behave worse than savages — this does
not help at all to diminish the criminality among young people. The same can be said about many other
organizations, sometimes even those of the Church.

When, all over the country, the press laments over the criminality of young people, but at the
same time, they give growing children and young people things that are an inspiration to a criminal life
that is loose and dissolute. Then when this is helped by films and the theater, one cannot, in every case,
only blame parents for not teaching their children properly. Then we cannot only blame parents for not
instilling in their young hearts a deep respect for the law. This sad accusation is based on truth, on
existing sad facts. Because in reality some parents try to fulfill their obligations dutifully, but they are
flooded on all sides by an ocean of obstacles and their efforts are frustrated by a wave of corruption and
bad example that is very alluring to young people and much more agreeable than the dry, Puritan-like
lessons urged by her parents.

Despite the fact that delinquency is constantly growing, we cannot place the entire fault and
responsibility on young people. The youth of our times are not worse than the youth of past




image4.jpeg
generations. It is the environment in which they live that is much worse. The easy paths and means to
corruption are responsible for this terrible state of affairs. The entire society is responsible for these
many easy means to corruption — the parents, teachers, educators, the newspapers, the movies and the
theater. All of these factors throw into the air and pour out on paper an ocean of empty words that
sound sparkling, but they totally forget this important truth, that examples are mightier than words, that
words teach but examples draw.

The police of a small town of a mid-western State seized three youths for speeding in their car.
All three youths were extremely drunk. The one who was driving was the drunkest. He was speeding in a
zig-zag manner among the business and residential streets of the town at a speed of 60 miles per hour.
His automobile bounced off one curbstone after another, he knocked down fences. Overturned poles
until finally, terribly damaged, the car fell into a ditch.

These young drunken and battered students were taken to a hospital and after being checked
over, they were taken to the police station. From where did these boys get the automobile? They did
not steal it. The police verified that the car belonged to the father of the youth who was the driver, to
that same father who would not give his son a razor to play with, but without a second thought, he gave
his dear son his car to have a good time.

| understand perfectly that in these present times, an automobile is considered a necessity. This
is evident by the wide usage of this conveyance. Therefore, if an automobile is a necessity why do
certain imprudent parents put that automobile into the hands of their under-aged son for his
amusement and fun? For such young whipper-snappers, even their ears tremble in their eagerness to
get behind the wheel. Just watch how he drives and misses. With a cigarette in his mouth, he holds the
steering wheel with his left hand while his right arm encircles the neck of a silly goose flapper.

He may succeed in getting away with such a wild ride once. Maybe he’ll get away with such
driving two or three times until finally something bursts, he hits something and an ambulance carries off
these young people to the hospital to be checked while the wrecked car is dragged off to a garage for
repairs.

Truly, such automobile pastimes are expensive and very dangerous. That one trip which we just
described cost $89 in penalties and court costs; $500 for damaging private and local property and the
total loss of the automobile. In spite of all of that, this was still, in a certain sense, a successful ride
because there are so many times that one must all to the bill the cost of doctors, the hospital and even
burial costs not forgetting court costs, indemnities for injuring or killing innocent passers-by which drags
out your costs into hundreds and thousands of dollars. In spite of all of this, parents give these
dangerous toys into the hands of their imprudent, scatter-brained, incautious and reckless teenagers.

Now, listen to the complaints of students: “In our areas it is very difficult to hear due to the
loosening of the rules and the drunkenness among the young people in higher education. In the
evenings, instead of being engrossed in their books, these male students spend time with the female
students in cabarets, road-houses and dance halls. Ordinarily, they also have a glass or a whiskey glass in
their hand. There are things happening among young students that | don’t even write about.
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Woe to that male or female student who steers clear of such friendly games. Whoever does not
go along with this student style is avoided and despised. The teachers look at this through their fingers
and they drily comment, short and indifferent — “Young people must have their fling and only then will it
be peaceful, satisfied and happy.”

Therefore, these students allow themselves as much as they can handle. They sleep during
lectures and they party all night. The content of their conversations and songs fits in with the dark
cabarets. The coeducational system adds a lot to this kind of corruption. It is unfortunate that parents
cannot or do not want to understand what harm their children bear in their mind, body and soul. Listen
to what a certain teacher has to say:

“It disturbs me and frightens me to see the brutality and their shameful attitude concerning
sexual matters. Having heard their discussions by change, it allowed me to realize that these youngsters
have no secrets amongst them, that they already know all of the ins and outs of a sexual life and they
present everything to one another in a most brutal fashion. In conversation with some of them, |
realized the tragedy of these boys for whom, | am convinced, neither their home nor their school had
given them a proper enlightenment, but they got it in the most horrible way from scandalized equals.

A fifteen year old boy, who before, in casual talk with his friends dominated over them with his
familiarity with the range of pollution in the sexual life, was crying in front of me for his behavior while
he himself estimated in full the evil of his own upbringing.”

A nineteen year old student confesses in a letter: “l am young and | am still studying. My future
is still before me but, this future, on account of a thoughtless and imprudent step remains very
damaged. | was raised on a farm, in a very religious atmosphere. For my university studies, | had to go
off to a big city that was very far away. This is where my personal tragedy began. | was going out too
often with friends for amusement. The result was that | contracted a certain sickness that is horribly
disgusting. When | learned this from a doctor, | wanted to end my life, but my faith in life beyond the
grave saved me. | sincerely warn students that they should remember to stick to their books and keep
far away from evening and night excursions.”

Here | will add on the appeal of another student: “Young people, we are the generation which
will be taking care of our country in the future - country, the greatest and the most free in the world. We
must continue to lead our country on the principles and according to the thoughts of our forefathers,
grandfathers and fathers. This same long, hard and responsible job awaits us. Being aware of this, let us
today sincerely admit whether on such young people as we have today, can we build the future of our
country? Certainly not; definitely, no; because we already have among us today those who are losing
their will to live; those who are aging prematurely; because with every day our youthful enthusiasm is
being destroyed. Why is it happening in this manner and not in some other way; because we are
forgetting about God more and more; because we are trespassing the commandments of the Decalogue
more and more; because we are tumbling down deeper and more often into the bottomless moral fall.
We are perishing — sad but true.




